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SUBJECT: PROGRESSIVE GOVERNOR REFLECTED IN KAGAWA 

SUMMARY: 

1 . THE REELECTION OF GOVERNOR TAD AO MAEKAWA IN KAGAWA 
PREFECTURE AUGUST 27 INTERRUPTED THE NATIONWIDE SUCCESSION 
OF CONSERVATIVE VICTORIES IN GUBERNATORIAL ELECTIONS AT 12, 

AND IS BEING GREETED BY THE JAPAN SOCIALIST PARTY. AND LESS 
EFFUSIVELY BY THE JAPAN COMMUNIST PARTY, AS A SUCCESSFUL 
TEST OF NEW PATTERN OF 'PROGRESSIVE' COOPERATION IN THE 
CURRENT SITUATION WHERE KOMEITO AND DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTS 
ARE REFUSING FORMAL ELECTION ALLIANCES WITH THE JCP. IN 
PRACTICE IT APPEARS THAT THE PERSONALITIES OF THE OPPOSING 
CANDIDATES, INCUMBENT ADVANTAGE, AND THE FAILURE OF THE 
CONSERVATIVES TO FIND AN EFFECTIVE BASIS FOR ATTACKING MAEKAWA'S 
FIRST-TERM ACCOMPLISHMENTS WERE AT LEAST AS DECISIVE AS POLITICAL 
PARTY SUPPORT. END SUMMARY. 

2. INCUMBENT GOVERNOR TADAO MAEKAWA, FORMALLY SUPPORTED 
BY JSP AND JCP, AND BACKED BY KOMEITO AND DSP, DEFEATED 
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LIBERAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY CHILLAENGER YOSHINORI ONO 305,000 
TO 263,000 IN THE KAGAWA GURERNATIORIAL ELECTION AUGUST 27, 

THE TURNOUT, AT 82 PERCENT OF ELIGIBLE VOTERS, WAS THE HIGHEST IN 
THE PREFECTURE'S HISTORY, NATIONAL LEADERS ON BOTH SIDES 
HAD VISITED KAGAWA IN SUPPORT OF THE RESPECTIVE CANDIDATES, 
INCLUDING PRIME MINISTER FUKUDA AND LDP SECRETARY GENERAL 
OHIRA (WHO IS ELECTED FROM KAGAWA) AND OTHER CARINET- 
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LEVEL BACKERS OF ONO, AND JSP CHAIRMAN ASUKATA, JCP SECRETARY 
GENERAL FUWA AND KOMEITO VICE-CHAIRMAN NINOMIYA IN SUPPORT 
OF MAEKAWA. FORMER JSP SECRETARY GENERAL NARITA REPORTEDLLY 
STUCK AT MAEKAWA'S ELBOW THROUGHOUT THE CAMPAIGN, COMPARISON 
OF VOTE TOTALS WITH RECENT DIET ELECTIONS MAKES IT APPEARENT 
THAT ONO BARELY HELD THE DIEHARD LDP VOTE (ABOUT EQUAL TO 
1977 COUNCILLORS TOTAL WHEN VOTER TURNOUT WAS 70 PERCENT) 

WHILE MAEKAWA DREW 60,000 MORE THAN JSP AND JCP TOTAL IN THAT 
ELECTION. 

3. THE IMPRESSION IS UNAVOIDABLE THAT ONO, DESPITE FAMILY 
POLITICAL TIES WITH KAGAWA, WAS NOT AN EFFECTIVE CANDIDATE, 

HE IS A 42-YEAR-OLD FORMER FINANCE MINISTRY OFFICIAL WHOSE 
SERVICE WAS LARGELY ON THE INTERNATIONAL SIDE. HIS LATE 
FATHER WAS VICE GOVERNOR OF KAGAWA, AND HIS FATHER-IN-LAW 
IS LDP KIET MEMBER JOTARO KATO. THE LDP TRIED TO PLAY UP 
THE ELECTION AS IMPORTANT TO THE PROSPECTS OF OHIRA 
RECOMING THE FIRST PRIME MINISTER FROM THE PREFECTURE, THIS 
HELPED DRAW NATIONAL MEDIA ATTENTION TO THE ELECTION BUT 
DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE IMPRESSED THE VOTERS, PERHAPS IN PART 
RECAUSE KATO, MIKI FACTION MEMBER, HAS IN THE PAST BEEN 
REGARDED AS ANTI-OHIRA (THEY ARE ELECTED FROM THE SAME DISTRICT). 

4. MAEKAWA, ALTHOUGH SUPPORTED BY FOUR PROGRESSIVE' 

PARTIES, DID NOT CONCLUDE A FORMAL POLITICAL AGREEMENT WITH 
ANY OF THEM, AND RAN AS A NOMINAL INDEPENDENT, PRESS ACCOUNTS 
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INDICATE THAT HE CAREFULLY AVOIDED IDENTIFICATION WITH THE 
NATIONAL PLATFORMS OF THE OPPOSITION PARTIES DURING HIS 
CAMPAIGN, AND INSTEAD CONCENTRATED ON HIS WELFARE PROGRAMS 
FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE PREFECTURE AND KEPT HIS IMAGE THAT OF 
THE SENIOR NONPARTISAN SCHOLAR (HE IS FORMER PRESIDENT OF 
KAGAWA UNIVERSITY). THE RESULTS SUGGEST THAT THIS POSTURE, 

IN CONTRAST TO ONO'S YOUTH WITH OVERTONES OF NEPOTISM, 

SWEPT THE FLOATING VOTE AND EVEN CUT INTO THE NORMAL 
CONSERVATIVE VOTE. 

5. EVEN THOUGH THE CAMPAIGN RECORD SUGGESTS THAT MAEKAWA 
INDIVIDUALLY DID AT LEAST AS MUCH AS HIS PARTY SUPPORT TO 
ACHIEVE HIS REFLECTION, THE JSP HAS ALREADY HAILED THE 
KAGAWA MODEL’ AS A NEW AND PROMISING PATTERN OF ANTI-LDP 
COOPERATION IN PREFECTURAL ELECTIONS. THE PROSPECTS APPEAR 
PROMISING FOR SIMILAR PROGRESSIVE’ SUCCESS IN REFLECTING 
GOVERNOR TAKEMURA IN SHIGA IN NOVEMBER, BUT AGAIN PRIMARILY 
ON THE BASIS OF THE INCUMBENT'S INDIVIDUAL APPEAL. AT PRESENT 
IT IS NOT FASY TO SEE THE RELEVANCE O THE 'KAGAWA MODEL’ 

TO NEXT SPRING'S GUBERNATIRIAL ELECTIONS IN TOKYO AND OSAKA, 
WHERE RIVALRIES AMONG THE ’PREGRESSIVE’ PARTIES MAKE IT APPEAR 
UNLIKELY THAT THEY CAN AGREE ON ONE CANDIDATE, PARTICULARLY 
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INCUMBENT GOVERNOR KURODA IN OSAKA. 

AINSWORTH 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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